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FOREWORD FROM THE EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Following the previous two Antaeus volumes, which were dedicated to specific archaeological
periods — the Middle Ages (37th) and the Bronze Age (38th) — the present volume features studies
that examine the spatial and landscape dimensions of human settlements across periods from the
Early Bronze Age to the Ottoman Era. The scope of analysis extends from the internal structure
of individual settlements to broader regional perspectives. The studies revolve around exploring
settlement dynamics, tracing patterns of landscape use, mapping activity zones and territories,
outlining crop and livestock production, and examining the role of spatial boundaries in the lives
of communities. The contributions consistently integrate multidisciplinary sources and methods,
often employing state-of-the-art geospatial technologies to advance research.

Eszter Melis’s study investigates settlement patterns at the transition between the Early and
Late Bronze Ages. Focusing on northwestern Hungary, a region situated at the intersection of
multiple Bronze Age cultures in the Carpathian Basin, the detailed settlement network analysis
offers valuable insight for international research.

Agnes Kollath and her colleagues present a comprehensive archaeological investigation of a
Bronze Age hillfort and a medieval village near Székesfehérvar-Borgond, Hungary. Their work
emphasizes the integration of archaeological findings with environmental history data while
showcasing the potential of non-invasive methods for reconstructing multi-period sites in the
context of the landscape.

The study by Péter Langd and Miklos Takacs also focuses on northwestern Hungary,
examining the roles of Arpad Age (11th—13th-century) borders within the Kingdom of Hungary.
Their research underscores the complexity of these borders as dynamic zones of interaction,
encompassing both defensive and cultural-economic functions.

Bianka Kovacs and her team contributed with a study synthesizing archaeological, historical,
and archaeobotanical data to analyse how the establishment of Tata Castle reshaped the
surrounding landscape.

Lészl6 Ferenczi and Tibor Akos Récz explore the medieval settlement pattern in Pest County,
Hungary, with a particular focus on the Dabas district. Combining geospatial analysis with
historical and archaeological data, including surface and metal detector surveys, their study
reframes interdisciplinary approaches to medieval settlement networks and examines long-term
processes of desertion and hierarchical shifts.

The research by Zsofia Bocsi and her colleagues adopts a holistic approach to the study of
castles, addressing not only fortifications but also the socio-economic and cultural landscapes
of their surrounding domains. Their investigation of Veleg, one of the smallest villages in the
Csokakd castle domain, examines the chronological dynamics, population size, social hierarchy,
and land-use patterns of the settlement through historical analysis and and by applying complex
non-invasive archaeological methods.

The volume concludes with a methodological contribution by Karoly Belényesy, who explores
the underlying potential of LiDAR technology for the study of historical landscapes. The
publication of examples demonstrating laser scanning techniques may inspire advancements in
ongoing research, encourage the creation of a LIDAR survey with national coverage, and attract
international attention.

The upcoming 40th volume of Antaeus will be published under the guidance of a renewed
editorial board, to whom we extend our best wishes for success in their endeavours. We also
express our sincere gratitude to the authors, illustrators, and all those who have contributed to the
journal over the past twenty years.
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